Adrenomedullin is a vasodilator peptide produced by endothelial and smooth muscle cells in the systemic and pulmonary circulation. It promotes angiogenesis and alveolar growth and has protective effects in the cardiovascular and respiratory systems. The role of adrenomedullin in human lung vascular development is not known. Our aim was to test the hypothesis that adrenomedullin mRNA is expressed during mid-gestation in the human fetal lung, and that adrenomedullin mRNA expression in the human fetal lung increases with advancing gestational age.
